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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 1 1764 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINS ID PO PT AS 

SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE TIMOR (PT) DEVELOPMENTS: GOI 
DENIES CAPTURE OF INDONESIAN TROOPS BY FRETILIN 

REF: JAKARTA 11544 

BEGIN SUMMARY: GOI SPOKESMAN SEPT 22 DENIED PRESS 
REPORTS OF CAPTURE OF INDONESIAN TROOPS IN PT, BUT DID 
NOT DENY PRESENCE OF INDONESIAN TROOPS IN COLONY. 
JAKARTA PRESS REPORTS FEATURE STORIES OF GROWING 
APODETI-UDT COUNTER-ATTACK IN PT AIMED PRIMARILY AT 
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FRETILIN STRONGHOLDS IN DILI REGION. REPORTED STATE- 
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MENTS BY FRETILIN AND UDT LEADERS SHOW NO PROGRESS 
TOWARDS GOP-PROPOSED PEACE NEGOTIATIION S . GOI AIDE 
INDICATED TO EMBOFF SEPT 23 GOI INTENTION THAT APODETI- 
UDT FORCES, ASSISTED BY INDONESIAN "DESERTERS'', WILL 
CONTINUE SLOW PUSH TOWARDS DILI CULMINATING IN EVENTUAL 
VICTORY OVER FRETILIN. END SUMMARY. END CONFIDENTIAL 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. GOI FONOFF SPOKESMAN NANA SUTRESNA SEPT 22 ISSUED 
OFFICIAL DENIAL OF RADIO AUSTRALIA REPORTS THAT "TENS" OF 
INDONESIAN TROOPS HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY FRETILIN FORCES 
IN PT. SUTRESNA STATED THAT CHECKS HAD BEEN MADE AND 
REPORTS FOUND TO BE UNTRUE. SUTRESNA ADDED THAT FRETILIN 
WAS ATTEMPTING TO DISTORT FACTS AND ATTRACT INTERNATIONAL 
ATTENTION BY SUCH CLAIMS. 

2. JAKARTA PRESS MEANWHILE HAS CARRIED SERIES OF 
REPORTS ON APODETI-UDT COUNTER-OFFENSIVE IN PT, 

INCLUDING ATTACKS ON FRETILIN-CONTROLLED TOWNS OF SUAI 
ON SOUTHERN PT COAST AND ATSABE SOUTHWEST OF DILI. 

BATTLE MAP OF PT PUBLISHED IN EVENING DAILY SINAR HARAPAN 
SEPT 22 SUGGESTS TWO-FRONT OFFENSIVE WITH MAJOR EFFORT 
CONCENTRATED ON NORTHERN FRONT AIMED AT FRETILIN "STRONG- 
HOLDS" OF MAUBISSE AND ATT.F.U SOUTH OF DILI. REPORTS 

STATE APODETI-UDT FORCES USING GUERRILLA HIT-AND-RUN 
TACTICS AND HAD SUCCEEDED IN DESTROYING SOME FRETILIN 
WEAPON STOCKPILES AND SEIZING OTHER ARMS. FORCE STRENGTHS 
AND CASUALTY FIGURES NOT MENTIONED, ALTHOUGH SOME REPORTS 
CLAIM HIGH CASUALTIES IN SEVERAL TOWNS (INCLUDING MALT AN A 
AND BOBONARO NEAR INDONESIAN BORDER) AS RESULT OF FRETILIN 
TACTIC OF USING LOCAL POPULATION AS HUMAN SCREEN FOR 
FRETILIN TROOPS. REPORTS FEATURE PRO-INDONESIAN RAJA 
(KING) OF ATSABE, GONSALVES, AS MOST INFLUENTIAL LOCAL 
LEADER INVOLVED IN CURRENT BATTLES, PERSONALLY LEADING 
2,000 FOLLOWERS IN FRONT LINES. 

3. ONE REPORT (IN LEADING DAILY KOMPAS SEPT 19) ATTRI- 
BUTED TO FRETILIN PARTY LEADER FRANCISCO XAVIER DO AMARAL 
IN DILI STATEMENT THAT HE DID NOTBELIEVE INDONESIAN 
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GOVERNMENT WAS BEHIND MILITARY ACTIONS BY FRETILIN'S PT 
OPPONENTS. AMARAL ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING THAT FRETILIN 
WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN PEACE DISCUSSIONS PROPOSED BY 
GOP ENVOY SANTOS BUT PROPOSED CANBERRA AS "NEUTRAL" SITE 
AND REJECTED MACAO DUE TO PRO-UDT ATMOSPHERE. ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE INDONESIA TIMES SEPT 23 REPORTS STATEMENT BY 
UDT LEADER OLIVEERA THAT UDT HAD NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER 
TO ATTEND PROPOSED MACAO MEETING BUT THAT UDT WOULD 
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REFUSE TO RLEASE 22 PORTUGUESE PRISONERS HELD IN BATUGUDE 
AS DEMANDED BY GOP AND WOULD KILL THE PRISONERS IF 
SITUATION REMAINED UNCERTAIN. 

4. PT REFUGEES IN INDONESIAN TIMOR ESTIMATED AT 37,000 
AS OF SEPT 22. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

5. AIDE TO PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR ALI MURTOPO TOLD EMBOFF 
SEPT 23 THAT APODETI-UDT OFFENSIVE WOULD LIKELY MAINTAIN 
PRESENT PACE FOR THE MOMENT, MAKING SLOW PROGRESS TOWARDS 
ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE OF DILL HE CONFIRMED THAT FONOFF 
STATEMENT DENYING CAPTURE OF GOI TROOPS HAD NOT DENIED 
PRESENCE OF GOI TROOPS IN PT, AND SAID THAT GOI HAD NO 

WAY OF PREVENTING INDONESIAN ’DESERTERS" FROM JOINING IN 
FIGHTING ACROSS BORDER, SUGGESTING THAT GOI UNCONCERNED 
OVER VISIBILITY OF INDONESIAN INVOLVEMENT IN PT AS LONG 
AS FORMAL DENI ABILITY MAINTAINED. AIDE INTERPRETED 
AMERAL REMARKS DOUBTING GOI INVOLVEMENT IN PT AS REFLECTING 
SIMILAR FRETILIN DESIRE AVOID OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH GOI 
(SHICH FRETILIN AWARE IT COULD NOT WIN). HE SAID GOI HAS 
NO EXPECTATION THAT SANTOS’ PROPOSED PEACE TALKS WILL 
EVER MATERIALIZE, AND SEES ULTIMATE RESOLUTION OF TIMOR 
CONFLICT BEING FOUGHT OUT ON GROUND. HE ALSO SUGGESTED 
THAT RAJA OF ATSABE WAS GOI CANDIDATE FOR FUTURE GOVERNOR 
OF EAST TIMOR PROVINCE FOLLOWING MERGER WITH INDONESIA. 
NEWSOM 
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